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yince the filing of correspondence under § 7. 10 without the Express Mail mailing label thereon 
ts an ostersight that can be avoided by the exera'se of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this 
requirement win not be granted on petition.' Notice of Oct 24, 1996. 60 f=ed. Reg. 56,439, at 56,442. 
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NOTB ''^ Mxmathn disehsure statement 

a) ymh tiuee months of the mng dEafe of a natidnaf appiicaiton: 

0 WWi/n three months of the date of entry of the naUonai stage as set forth in S 1.491 in an 
tntemaixonal appGcatkyi; or 

O; Before the ma/W^g date of a first Offka action on the merits, whichever event occurs iast" 
37 OFH § i,97(b). 

T^[f^^ ^ ctoaffng with the Office, which indudes a duty to dtsdose to the Office aff infonnation 
f<nown to that individual to be material to patentabiffty as defined in this section.' 37 § 1.56(a). 

J^aa^^^ assocrafecT with the fiiing or pn>secution of a patent application within the meaning of 
uvs section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application: 

0 eacft attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

^^^^°^P^'^ "^o « substantively involved n the preparation or prosecution of the application 
ana who IS associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there Is an oMgation 
to assign tte application.' 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). 

W07E- The'dutyasdescrit}edin§ 1^ will be met so long as the infonnation in question was cited by the 
troce or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97fy}-(d) and 1S8 before issuance 
ot the patent' Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: 'No mfomtation disdoswe statement may be filed in a provisional application.' 37 C.F.R. § 1.51(b). 
List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 
The following sections are being submitted for this Infofmation Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement disx:ard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1. ® Preliminary Statements 

2. S PORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

3. □ Statement as to Infomiation Not Found in Patents or Publications 

4. □ Identification of Prior Application In Which Usted Infonnation Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. E Copies of Usted Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Usted Information Items 

7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. Q Concise Explanation of English Language Usted Information Items (OptionaO 

10. E Identification of Person(s) Making This Infonnation Disclosure Statement 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 

\ . respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

'Si^^^ T'^^r^"^ '^''''^^ 

Notice of Apnf 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41. 37). •"'wrnauon. 
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Section 1. Preliminary statements 

AppTicants subatit herawith patents, putDfications or other kifoonation, of wtilch they are 
awarefhat they t^efieve may be material to the examination of this appflcatk)n« and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to disctose* 

The filing of this Infoonation disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has t^een made (37 C-F.R. 1.97fe)), an admission that the bfonnation 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material Infomiation 
exists. 

The filing of this Infomiation disclosure statement shall not be constoied as an admission 
against Interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box ->| + | PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 

Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 




Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



(0 Sheet 



1 



of 



1 



Complete if Known 



^ 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/698,006 



February 4, 2004 



GWEN. Patrick 



976,037 



^ U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
NoJ 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


P396S, Columns, Linss, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
FiQures Appear 


Kind Code^ 
Number . v 

[if known) 






2003/0098037 




Dougan at al. 


05-29-2003 








5.829,458 




Chodorow 


11-03-1998 








5,692,531 




Chodorow 


12-02-1997 








5,538.023 




OczkowskI et al. 


07-23-1996 








5,016.660 




Boggs 


05-21-1991 








4,522,216 




Bunker 


06-11-1985 








D276.088 




Feng 


10-23-1984 








4.280.518 




Gambaro 


07-28-1981 








2.648,341 




Moll 


08-11-1953 








2.187,899 




Henny 


01-23-1940 

















































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite ' 
No.^ 


Office 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Codes 

3 Number (if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 








DE 


3.831.039 




Bauer 


03-15-1990 










DE 


29 23 057 




Dolinsky 


12-11-1980 























































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST. 3). ^ For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. ^Applicant is to place a check marl^ here if English language Translation is attached. 

+ Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231 . 



Section €• Copies of Usted Information Items Accompanying Tliis 
Statement 

A/07E: fJORR 1Se(a}(2)reqaines that any kifdnnaikx} cSsd 1S7 shaff indude: 

sT ^^^^^^ W Bacti as. end foreign patent; ^ Each putyTtcation or that portion which caused 
ittot)e ftsted; andfS)Aff other kifoanation or that portion which caused it to 6e iisted, except that 
no copy of a as. patent application need ise Muded . . . • 

P]^^'^ ^ S 1'S8(a)(2)OiO makes H dear that the requirement to sutynit a copy of each item of 
tnfofmation Sstedinan irtfoemation Osdosure statement does not appiy to the citation of a U.S. patent 
application. Notice of January A 1992, 1135 O.G. 73-25, at 14. 



Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (fonmerly Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this infomiation statement. 

(complete the following, if applicable) 
□ Exception(s) to above: 

□ Items in prior application, from wtiich an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4, 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5, 
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Section 9, Concise Explanation of Engltsfi Language Listed Informaaon 
Items (OPTIONAL) 

submrtted end how His understood to be reievant Condse expfanathns m heXpM ^<^y^^^^ 
psithularlywtief^ documents ate kngttiy and com^ 

relevant to pateatataxty oc ¥/hece a <a/ye number ofdocunwnts are submlUed and appScant is aware 
that one or more are NgNy tefevant to patentab^(ty. ' Notice of AprU 20, 1992 (1 138 0,G. 37-^1. 38). 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0098037, published on May 29, 2003 to Dougan et al., 
teaches a dental floss device that comprises a handle having a head piece and a disposable holder 
for a length of dental floss. The holder comprises a base portion and a pair of spaced-apart jaws 
extending from the base and which extend to embrace the head piece of the handle when the 
holder is in a correct alignment configuration with respect to the handle. The device has an 
interlock which ensures that the holder can be interengaged with the head piece only when the 
holder is correctly aligned with the head piece. 

U.S. Patent 5,829,458, issued on November 3, 1998 to I. S. Chodorow, describes a dual 
strand dental flosser having a body part, first and second spaced apart arms extending from the 
body part, a first strand of dental floss extending axially between the arms and a second strand of 
dental floss extending axially between the arms and generally parallel to the first strand of dental 
floss. A lever mechanism extends fi'om one of the arms which is movable so as to be moved 
toward the body part. When this lever is moved toward the body part, the first and second 
strands will tighten. 

U.S. Patent 5,692,531, issued on December 2, 1997 to I. S. Chodorow, describes a dental 
floss holder of similar construction to that of U.S. Patent 5,829,458. It shows a variety of other 
mechanisms that can be used for tightening the dental floss. 

U.S. Patent 5,538,023, issued on July 23, 1996 to Oczkowski et al., describes a tensioning 
dental flosser having a holder, a bow and a length of dental floss spanning the bow. A movable 
element is provided which can cause a portion of the floss holder to move and tighten the strand 
of floss so as to reduce the slack in the floss. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,016,660, issued on May 21, 1991 to M.S. Boggs, describes an 
automatic flossing tool having reciprocating tines supporting the flossing material and biased 
apart so as to assure proper tension on the flossing material. The device includes a means carried 
out by the tines for moving the flossing material between the tines and having a removable head 
so as to permit replacement of the head to provide sterile use for subsequent users. 

German Patent No. 3,831,039, issued on March 15, 1990 to H. Bauer, describes a device 
for cleaning the narrow space between a bridge and the jaw. A pair of threads are connected to a 
guide. The threads are arranged in parallel to each other and are connected to each other by a 



number of parallel transverse threads. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,522,216, issued on June 11, 1985 to R.L. Bunker, describes a dental 
floss applicator which comprises a solid rectangular shaped body fitted with a pair of adjacent 
end arms forming a yolk arrangement in which the floss is drawn so as to form an X-shaped 
pattern. A small button fastener on each side of the applicator body permits the fastening of the 
floss after it has been stretched taut around the yolk. 

U.S. Design Patent No. 276,088, issued on October 23, 1984 to A. Fong, describes a 
conventional flosser apparatus in which a single strand of floss is retained between a pair of arms 
extending outwardly of a head portion. A strand is connected to the head portion and extends so 
as to terminate at a pointed end. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,280,518, issued on July 28, 1981 to S.M. Gambaro, teaches a tooth 
cleaning implement which includes an elongated member which has, at one end, a strand of 
dental floss tautly stretched thereacross. The opposite end of the elongated member is attached to 
a brush-like member which is used to facilitate the cleaning of teeth and dental bridges. 

German Patent No. 29 23 057, published on December 11, 1980 to Dolinsky, teaches a 
dental floss applicator which includes a plurality of strands of floss which are far apart and 
extend in a plane which is perpendicular to the holder portion. Since the strands are not aligned 
with the shank portion of this flosser device, they are relatively difficult to apply as floss to one's 
teeth. The flosser is removably secured within a U-shaped head portion. 

U.S. Patent No. 2,648,341 , issued on August 1 1 , 1 953 to S. Moll, teaches a dental floss 
holder which includes an elongated flexible member formed of plastic material. One end of the 
flexible member is rounded and provided with a transverse bore. A length of dental floss will 
extend through the transverse bore. 

The earliest flosser apparatus that was revealed is in U.S. Patent No. 2,187,899, issued on 
January 23, 1940 to I. Henny. This patent describes a dental floss throw-away unit in which a 
single strand of thread extends between outwardly extending arms. A head is formed with the 
arms extending radially outwardly therefrom. The strand of floss extends in parallel relationship 
to the back of the head. 
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Section 10. Identification of Person(s} lAaklng Tftis Infoimation 
Disclosure Statement 



The person making this statement Is 

(check each applicable item} 
(a) □ the inventor{s) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 
(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.S6(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



fiype name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) S the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(checl( each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the ihventor(s), 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1.5§(c)) 

13 In the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30,627 

Tel. No.: ( ) 71 3^224-8080 

Customer No,: 24106 




ffype or print name of practitionef) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St,. 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston, Texas 77002 
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